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St. Philip’s 
Episcopal Church
St. Philip’s is the Episcopal Church in Ardmore, a thriving, 
sustainable community whose growth endures through 

actively living the Gospel of Christ.

The Eleventh Sunday of Pentecost
Proper 13 ~ Year C

July 31, 2016, 10 a.m.

Let your continual

mercy, O Lord,

cleanse and defend

your Church; and, 

because it cannot con-

tinue in safety without

your help, protect and

govern it always by

your goodness.

A traditional Orthodox icon of  the parable of  the rich fool depicts laborers busily building
new barns on one side of  the icon, the rich man dying alone in bed on the other, 

and Christ dining alone at a large table in the center.



Welcome to St. Philip’s Episcopal Church 

The Purpose of  the Church is to love and serve the needs of  the world.

Vision statement:  
St. Philip’s is a safe space where all who enter sense they are wanted, needed, and important.  
St. Philip’s is a holy and exciting place to discover, and participate in the gifts God has created in us: to
grow them, to develop them, and to use them on a regular basis.  
St. Philip’s is a thriving, sustainable community, whose growth endures through actively living the
Gospel of  Christ.

Mission:  Acts 2:42-45 
“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of  bread and the
prayers.  Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the apostles.
All who believed were together and had all things in common; they would sell their possessions and
goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need.” (Invite into service, fellowship and worship)

What does it mean to actively live the Gospel of  Christ?
In service, we :
~ Demonstrate kindness, generosity and compassion all people
~ Give financially pursuant to the biblical tithe
~ Attend church weekly
In fellowship, we:
~ Participate in at least one ministry within St. Philip's
~ Attend church weekly
In worship, we:
~ Pray daily
~ Read and meditate over Scripture daily
~ Attend church weekly

The Rev. Stephen Bilsbury, Rector

Today’s Altar Flowers are given

by Sue Clowe

In memory of Ward & Merianne Merrick



Order of  Service
Prelude: Three Early Pieces César Franck 

At the invitation of the Celebrant, the people stand, as they are able.

Hymn in Procession: “Sing praise to God who reigns above” Hymnal 1982 #408
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Words: Johann Jakob Schütz (1640-1690); tr. Frances Elizabeth Cox (1812-1897), alt.
Music: Mit Freuden zart, melody from “Une pastourelle gentille,” 1529; adapt. Pseaumes cinquante de David, 1547, and Kirchengeseng darinnen die

Heubtartickel des Christlichen Glaubens gefasset, 1566; harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958), after Heinrich Reimann (19th cent.)
Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-718803.



The people remain standing, as you are able.

Presider Blessed be God: Father Son, and Holy Spirit. BCP 355
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Presider then continues with the Collect of  Purity

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts
of  our hearts by the inspiration of  your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Gloria Gloria in excelsis (standing) Hymnal 1982 #S-280
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The Collect of  the Day
Presider The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Presider Let us pray.

Let your continual mercy, O Lord, cleanse and defend your Church; and, because it cannot continue in safety with-
out your help, protect and govern it always by your goodness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Collect for Discernment
Said in unison by all.
O Lord, we pray that your community St. Philip’s will gather together to strengthen our bonds of  love, seek your
wisdom, and envision the future of  your church in Ardmore.  We pray through the Holy Spirit that we may recog-
nize your generosity bestowed upon us to fulfill the future you offer to us.  We ask these blessings in the name of
your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, whom with You and the Holy Spirit reign for ever and ever, Amen.

The Lessons
The people are seated.

Old Testament: Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23

A Reading from the book of  Ecclesiastes

Vanity of  vanities, says the Teacher, vanity of  vanities! All is vanity.

I, the Teacher, when king over Israel in Jerusalem, applied my mind to seek and to search out by wisdom all that is
done under heaven; it is an unhappy business that God has given to human beings to be busy with. I saw all the
deeds that are done under the sun; and see, all is vanity and a chasing after wind. I hated all my toil in which I had
toiled under the sun, seeing that I must leave it to those who come after me -- and who knows whether they will be
wise or foolish? Yet they will be master of  all for which I toiled and used my wisdom under the sun. This also is
vanity. So I turned and gave my heart up to despair concerning all the toil of  my labors under the sun, because
sometimes one who has toiled with wisdom and knowledge and skill must leave all to be enjoyed by another who
did not toil for it. This also is vanity and a great evil. What do mortals get from all the toil and strain with which
they toil under the sun? For all their days are full of  pain, and their work is a vexation; even at night their minds do
not rest. This also is vanity.
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Music: Robert Powell (b. 1932), rev.
Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-718803.



Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s People. 
People Thanks be to God.

Psalm 49:1-11  Audite haec, omnes

The Second Reading:  Colossians 3:1-11

A reading from the book of  Colossians

If  you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of  God.
Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth, for you have died, and your life is hidden
with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory.

Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: fornication, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed (which is
idolatry). On account of  these the wrath of  God is coming on those who are disobedient. These are the ways you
also once followed, when you were living that life. But now you must get rid of  all such things-- anger, wrath, mal-
ice, slander, and abusive language from your mouth. Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have stripped off  the
old self  with its practices and have clothed yourselves with the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge ac-
cording to the image of  its creator. In that renewal there is no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircum-
cised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and free; but Christ is all and in all!

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s People. 
People Thanks be to God.
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1  Hear this, all you peoples;
    hearken, all you who dwell in the world, *
    you of  high degree and low, rich and poor to-
gether.

2  My mouth shall speak of  wisdom, *
    and my heart shall meditate on understanding.

3  I will incline my ear to a proverb *
    and set forth my riddle upon the harp.

4  Why should I be afraid in evil days, *
    when the wickedness of  those at my heels sur
rounds me,

5  The wickedness of  those who put their trust in 
their goods, *

    and boast of  their great riches?

6  We can never ransom ourselves, *
    or deliver to God the price of  our life;

7  For the ransom of  our life is so great, *
    that we should never have enough to pay it,

8  In order to live for ever and ever, *
    and never see the grave.

9  For we see that the wise die also;
    like the dull and stupid they perish *
    and leave their wealth to those who come 
after them.

10 Their graves shall be their homes for ever,
    their dwelling places from generation to 

generation, *
    though they call the lands after their own

names.

11 Even though honored, they cannot live for 
    ever; *
    they are like the beasts that perish.



During the Sequence Hymn, the Deacon and Acolytes will process to the middle of the church with the Gospel. 
Please turn to face the Gospel during this procession and remain facing the Gospel as it is read.

Sequence Hymn: “In your mercy, Lord, you called me” vs 1 & 2 Hymnal 1982 #706

Words: Josiah Conder (1789-1855); alt. Charles P. Price (1920-1999)
Music: Halton Holgate, William Boyce (1711-1779)

Public Domain

Gospel:  Luke 12:13-21

Deacon The Holy Gospel of  our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Someone in the crowd said to Jesus, "Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family inheritance with me."
But he said to him, "Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbitrator over you?" And he said to them, "Take
care! Be on your guard against all kinds of  greed; for one's life does not consist in the abundance of  pos-
sessions." Then he told them a parable: "The land of  a rich man produced abundantly. And he thought to
himself, `What should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?' Then he said, `I will do this: I will pull
down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. And I will say to my
soul, `Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.' But God said to him,
`You fool! This very night your life is being demanded of  you. And the things you have prepared, whose
will they be?' So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich toward God."

Deacon The Gospel of  the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.
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Sequence Hymn: “In your mercy, Lord, you called me” vs 1 & 3 Hymnal 1982 #706

Words: Josiah Conder (1789-1855); alt. Charles P. Price (1920-1999)
Music: Halton Holgate, William Boyce (1711-1779)

Public Domain

Homily The Rev. Stephen Bilsbury

Deuteronomy 24:18-22

Remember that you were a slave in Egypt and the Lord your God 
redeemed you from there; therefore I command you to do this.

When you reap your harvest in your field and forget a
sheaf  in the field, you shall not go back to get it; it shall
be left for the alien, the orphan, and the widow, so
that the Lord your God may bless you in all your un-
dertakings. When you beat your olive trees, do not
strip what is left; it shall be 
for the alien, the orphan, and the widow.

When you gather the grapes of  your vineyard, do
not glean what is left; it shall be for the alien, the
orphan, and the widow. Remember that you were a
slave in the land of  Egypt; therefore I am com-
manding you to do this.
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The Nicene Creed BCP 358
All stand as you are able. The Officiant and the people recite together.
We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of  heaven and earth,
of  all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ
the only Son of  God,
eternally begotten of  the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of  one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven:
by the power of  the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the 
Virgin Mary, and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate; 

The Prayers of  the People BCP 387

The People remain standing. The Deacon and People pray responsively
In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.

Silence

For all people in their daily life and work;
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.

For this community, the nation, and the world;
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.

For the just and proper use of  your creation;
For the victims of  hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of  trouble;
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.

For the peace and unity of  the Church of  God;
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.

For Michael, our Presiding Bishop, and Edward our Bishop; and for all bishops and other ministers;
For all who serve God in his Church.

7

he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of  the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge 

the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, 
the giver of  life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped 

and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of  sins.
We look for the resurrection of  the dead,

and the life of  the world to come. Amen.



For the special needs and concerns of  this congregation.
Silence ~ The People may add their own petitions

Hear us, Lord;
For your mercy is great.

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of  this life.
Silence ~ The People may add their own thanksgivings

We will exalt you, O God our King;
And praise your Name for ever and ever.

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.
Silence ~ The People may add their own petitions

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
Who put their trust in you.

Confession of  Sin and Absolution BCP 360

Presider Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Presider Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of  the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace
All remain standing. The Officiant says to the people

The peace of  the Lord be always with you. BCP 360
People And also with you. 

Then the ministers and the people may greet one another saying:
May the peace of  the Lord be always with you. 

Response And also with you.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of  your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of  your Name. Amen
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Announcements

Announcements may be made at this point in the service followed by birthday and wedding anniversary blessings.

Offertory: O the Pleasure of  the Plains G.F. Handel 

Representatives of  the congregation bring forward the people’s offerings of  bread and wine, and money or other gifts. 
The people stand as they are able while the offerings are presented and placed on the Altar and sing...

The Doxology

Words: Isaac Watts (1674-1748), para. of  Psalm 117. St. 3, Thomas Ken (1637-1711)
Music: Old 100th, melody from Pseaumes octante trois de David, 1551, alt.; 

harm. after Louis Bourgeois (1510?-1561?)
Public Domain

Presider All things come from thee, O Lord.
People And of  thine own have we given thee.

The Great Thanksgiving
Eucharistic Prayer C

The people remain standing.

The Presider and People continue as follows: BCP 369

Presider The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.

Presider Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.

Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.
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The Presider continues

God of  all power, Ruler of  the Universe, you are worthy of  glory and praise.
People Glory to you for ever and ever.

Presider At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of  interstellar space, galaxies, suns,
the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home.

People By your will they were created and have their being.

Presider From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with 
memory, reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of  creation. But we turned against 
you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one another.

People Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight. 

Presider Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed 
our righteous Law. And in the fullness of  time you sent your only Son, born of  a 
woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of  freedom and peace. 

People By his blood, he reconciled us.
By his wounds, we are healed. 

Presider And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and
martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim
with them your glory, in their unending hymn:

Sanctus   Hymnal S-125

Music: From A Community Mass; Richard Proulx (b. 1937)
Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-718803.
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The People remain standing as the Presider continues
And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water and the Spirit, now
bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of  Jesus Christ
our Lord.

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to his friends,
and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of  me.”

After supper, he took the cup of  wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of  you: This is my Blood of
the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of  sins. Whenever you drink it,
do this for the remembrance of  me.”

Remembering now his work of  redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of  thanksgiving,

Presider and People We celebrate his death and resurrection,
as we await the day of  his coming.

The Presider continues
Lord God of  our Fathers and Mothers; God of  Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and Rebekah, and Jacob, Leah,
and Rachel, Bilhah and Zilpha; God and Father of  our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand
at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the presumption of  coming to this Table for solace only,
and not for strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of  this Holy Communion make us
on body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his name. 

People Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of  the Bread.

The Presider continues 
Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to whom, with you
and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to generation. AMEN.

The Presider then continues
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,

Our Father, who art in heaven, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
hallowed be thy Name, And lead us not into temptation,
thy kingdom come, but deliver us from evil.
thy will be done, For thine is the kingdom, 

on earth as it is in heaven. and the power, and the glory, 
Give us this day our daily bread. for ever and ever. Amen.
And forgive us our trespasses,

The Breaking of  the Bread
A period of  silence is kept. 
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Then the Presider and People sing together.

Fraction Anthem: Christ our Passover Hymnal S-154

Music: From New Plainsong; David Hurd (b. 1950)

Copyright: Copyright © GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-718803.

The Presider invites the congregation to communion.
The ushers will invite you forward one or two rows at a time. 

While waiting for the usher’s invitation, please remain seated and join in singing the Communion Hymns or in prayer.

Communion Hymns:  
“O holy city, seen of  John” Hymnal 1982 #583

Words: Walter Russell Bowie (1892-1969), alt.
Music: Morning Song, melody att. Elkanah Kelsay Dare (1782-1826); harm. Thomas Foster (b. 1938)

Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-718803.

The people stand as they are able.

          

     
     

     
     

       
    

      
     

     
    

     
     

       
    

       
   

      
    

     
   

    
    



“Jesu, Jesu” Hymnal 1982 #602

Words: Ghanian; tr. Thomas Colvin (b. 1925), alt.
Music: Chereponi [Jesu, Jesu], Ghanaian folk song, adapt. Thomas Colvin (b. 1925)

Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-718803.
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About our Communion Hymn: Jesu,  Jesu

Tom Colvin, long-term missionary to Africa, wrote this text in 1963 in Chereponi, north-
ern Ghana, while he was attending a lay-training course in agriculture, development, and
evangelism. New converts had brought a folk melody to this meeting, which they thought
might be appropriate for a text about Christian love. Colvin explained his writing of  the
text as follows:

“Sitting there in the moonlight, I felt it simply had to be about black and
white, rich and poor. I was ashamed of  the wasteful affluence of  my
people but proud of  the Gospel that transforms us into servants of  one
another. It is only when we who are rich learn to have the humility of
the slave towards the poor of  the world that we shall be able to learn
from them; they have so much to teach us and share with us.”

Colvin shared text and tune with the Iona Community in Scotland. After the hymn was
published in their collection Free to Serve: Hymns from Africa (1968), its popularity spread to
other Christian communities. It was also published in many other hymn books.



Communion Response: “Christ Be with Me” Hymnal 1982 #370 (stanza 6)

After Communion, the people stand as they are able.

Officiant Let us pray. BCP 365
Officiant and People

Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of  your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of  his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of  heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Blessing  The priest blesses the people.
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Words: Att. Patrick (372-466); tr. Cecil Frances Alexander (1818-1895)
Music: Deirdre, Irish melody; harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams, (1872-1958)

Music: Wer nur den lieben Gott, Georg Neumark (1621-1681)  Public Domain
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Post-Communion Hymn: “O God of  every nation”              Hymnal 1982 #607

Words: William Watkins Reid, Jr. (b. 1923), alt.
Music: Llangloffan, melody from Hymnau a Thonau er Gwasanaeth yr Eglwys yng Nghymru, 1865; harm. The English Hymnal, 1906

Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-718803.

         



Dismissal
Presider Let us go forth in the name of  Christ. BCP 366
People Thanks be to God. 

Postlude: Keyboard Sonata in d minor Domenico Scarlatti

Sunday Brunch and Social Hour
In the Canterbury Room at 11:15 a.m.

Sunday Supper
In the Parish Hall at Noon

READINGS

Psalm 16:5-11

Genesis 23:3-9, 17-19

James 1:17-18

Luke 23:50-56

PRAYER

Merciful God, whose ser-

vant Joseph of Arimathaea

with reverence and godly

fear prepared the body of

our Lord and Savior for

burial, and laid it in his

own tomb: Grant to us,

your faithful people, grace

and courage to love and

serve Jesus with sincere de-

votion all the days of our

life; through Jesus Christ

our Lord, who lives and

reigns with you and the

Holy Spirit, one God, for

ever and ever. 

JOSEPH OF ARIMATHAEA 

(1 AUGUST NT)

The Gospels tell us that after the death of  Jesus, Joseph of  Arimathaea, wealthy, a
member of  the Council, asked Pilate for the body of  Jesus, and buried it with honor
in the tomb he had intended for himself. This is our only information about him
from writers of  his own century.

Later tradition has embellished this account. It is said that Joseph was a distant rela-
tive of  the family of  Jesus; that he derived his wealth from tin mines in Cornwall,
which he visited from time to time; and that Jesus as a teen-ager accompanied Joseph
on one such visit. This is the background of  the poem “Jerusalem,” by William
Blake, which begins:

And did those feet in ancient time
Walk upon England's mountains green?
And was the holy Lamb of  God
On England's pleasant pastures seen?
And did the countenance divine
Shine forth upon our clouded hills?
And was Jerusalem builded here
Among those dark satanic mills?

Bring me my bow of  burning gold!
Bring me my arrows of  desire!
Bring me my spear! O clouds, unfold!
Bring me my chariot of  fire!
I will not cease from mental fight,
Nor shall my sword sleep in my hand,
Till we have built Jerusalem
In England's green and pleasant land.

-- William Blake (1757-1827) 



Join us in the Parish Hall after Mass 
for coffee, refreshments and fellowship

Getting together for fellowship following worship is something many of  us
enjoy. Parish members provide refreshments and all members are invited to
participate in this important parish ministry.

Sharing food is the most tangible symbol of  community. Wherever Jesus
turned up there always seemed to be a meal: beside a lake, in people's homes,
in public places with sinners, and in an upper room the night before he died.

What is fascinating in Luke's account of  the risen Jesus with the two men on
the road to Emmaus is that, even after he pretty much told them who he
was, they still didn't get it. Finally, they invited him to share a meal with them
and, when he broke the bread, they knew him.

Coffee hour is more than doughnuts. It's about hospitality and fellowship
and the grace that sharing food makes real. It reminds us that too many go
without the food they need, it invites us to widen our circle of  sharing, and it
points us to the one called "the bread of  life."

Help us keep this ministry thriving throughout the year.

Come and try out our new St. Philip’s coffee mugs!

Want your very own St. Philip’s coffee mug for home or at work?

Purchase a mug today for only $5 
St. Philip’s coffee mugs make a great gift!

A donation can is on the counter by the coffee maker.



Parish Clergy and Staff
The Rev. Stephen Bilsbury, Rector - frsteve@cableone.net
The Rev. Joyce Spurgin, Deacon - spurgin@cableone.net

Mrs. Amanda Jackson, Senior Warden - alj315@hotmail.com
Mr. Carson Taylor, Interim Organist & Choir Director

Ms. Jane Volkema, Rector’s Assistant/Admin. - stpadmin@cableone.net
Ms. Lois Crain - Bookkeeper  ~  Mr. Mark Pannell - Sexton

www.stphilipsardmore.org

Sunday Worship Schedule
10:00 a.m. Traditional Episcopal Mass 

11:15 a.m. Sunday Brunch & Social Hour

1:00 p.m. Mass at Ardmore Village

Weekday Worship Schedule
Morning Prayer 7:15 a.m. ~ Monday through Friday

Noonday Mass/12 p.m. ~ Every Wednesday

Worship Participants 

Altar Guild: Leslei Fisher, Lee Miller, Wendi Kotal, CeCe Thompson

Ushers/Greeters: Howard & Jean Drew

Acolytes: Kade Cunningham, Dalton Elmer, Taylor Thompson

Reader, Old Testament: Bonnie Watson

Reader, Epistle: Norma Forbes

Chalice: Sharon Claytor

VPOD: Mike Hobson


