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St. Philip’s Episcopal Church
516 McLish Avenue, Ardmore, Oklahoma 73401
580-226-2191 phone ~ 580-226-2199 fax
www.stphilipsardmore.org
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Vision
Mission
Welcome

St. Philip’s Church has been faithfully witnessing to Christ in word and
deed for over 125 years in Ardmore.
St. Philip’s is a diverse, inclusive, and energetic community. We gather
on Sunday mornings to worship, learn, and share each other’s company
so that we might go forth from the doors of St. Philip’s empowered by
the Holy Spirit.
In worship and in Holy Eucharist we give thanks to God and hear the
Good News of Jesus Christ proclaimed. Educational programs afford
parishioners of all ages the opportunity to learn the basics of their faith.
Various programs throughout the year provide an opportunity for a
more in-depth exploration of our beliefs, scriptures, and history.
The life and spirit of St. Philip’s are not restricted to the corner of
McLish and E Streets. Empowered by God we go forth into the world
to serve others in our lives, our schools, and our workplaces. Through
our extensive Outreach Program we extend a helping hand to those in
need. At St. Philip’s the Outreach Program is more than financial assistance—it is interaction and personal involvement with the people
whom we seek to help. The spirit that is poured out in service to the
wider community is also experienced in welcoming all who enter this
place.
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Worship
Sunday Worship Schedule

8:00 a.m. Contemplative Mass
9:00 a.m. Family Style Worship with Children’s Eucharist
9:45 a.m. Fellowship and Brunch
10 a.m. Junior Youth Sunday School
10:00 a.m. Traditional Mass in the Sanctuary with Organ, Hymns and full Choir
11:15 a.m. Coffee Hour/Brunch

Wednesday Worship
Noonday Mass

8:00 a.m. Contemplative Mass

10 a.m. Sunday Traditional Mass

Early birds are invited to begin their
Sabbath with a spoken Rite I Eucharist
with a homily. This Mass does not
include music. Following the Mass,
fellowship & brunch is offered in the
Canterbury Room. Childcare in not
available.

A traditional service of Holy Eucharist.
Young people take an active role as
acolytes, crucifers. Parishioners of all
ages serve as lectors and chalice bearers.
This service includes hymns and, during
the program year, St. Philip’s Choir.
Childcare is available. Fellowship and
brunch is offered following the service
in the Parish Hall.

9:00 a.m. Sunday Family Worship
with Children’s Eucharist
This service welcomes all ages and families with emphasis on children 6th grade
and younger. The children participate in
the service, worship, and receive Holy
Communion, yet all ages are welcome.
This service is accompanied by piano
and guitar to sing praise to God. Childcare is available. fellowship and brunch
is offered following the service.

Wednesday Noonday Mass
For those who are unable to receive the
Blessed Sacrament on a Sunday, or those
whose spiritual tradition is to receive
twice weekly, we invite you to this midweek service of Holy Eucharist. This is a
contemplative service without music.

Plug In
Philip’s Youth S.P.Y.
All youth from 6th to 12th grades are invited to participate in activities
such as community service projects and helping out different community
programs, but that's not all. Our youth love to have parties, go places, or
just hang out and get to know one another better. We welcome kids to be
part of one of the most exciting ministries of the church, and have fun
while they are at it!

Junior Youth Sunday School
Junior Youth Sunday School starts at 10 a.m. on Sundays to coincide with
the 10 a.m. Mass. The children re-enter the regular service for Communion. Age groups are Pre-K and Kindergarten; 1st Grade – 3rd Grade; and
4th Grade – 6th Grade.

St. Philip’s Choir
St. Philip’s Choir leads the people in singing at worship and sponsors
other musical activities. On principal celebrations of the Holy Eucharist
they are accompanied by the church’s magnificent Aeolian-Skinner
pipe organ. Membership in the choir is open to all adults and
teens. St. Philip’s Choir rehearses on Wednesday evenings in the Choir Room at 7 p.m. and
a Sunday morning warm up in the Chancel
from 9:15 to 9:45 a.m. Instrumentalists are
invited to speak with the music director
about how they may participate in the
music program.

The St. Philip’s Handbells Ensemble
The St. Philip’s Ringers practice in the Music
Room on Sundays between Labor Day and
Memorial Day immediately following

the 10 a.m. service. This ensemble performs at Lessons and Carols, Christmas, Easter and other occasions. Interested Ringers are invited to attend
any rehearsal or speak with the Director of Music Ministries.

Sound Off! Youth Music Classes
Provides singing, handchime, and musicianship training for children and
youth. Classes are held in the Music Room. Sundays: K-2nd Grade 4-4:30
p.m. and 3rd-5th Grade 4:30-5p.m. Wednesdays: Boys Advanced Handbells 5:15-6 p.m.

Acolytes
The word acolyte comes from the Greek “akolouthos” meaning “a follower” or “one who helps.” Members of the St. Philip’s Acolytes help the
clergy throughout the service at the Altar. They also serve as crucifer and
torch bearers. Young people in grades six through college are invited to
consider this ministry as are adults.

Altar Guild
The Altar Guild is a group of women and men who support the clergy in
preparing the church for worship and maintaining vestments and liturgical appointments of the church.

Lay Eucharistic Ministries
These lay people administer the chalice during celebrations of the Holy
Eucharist and assist the clergy in bringing the sacrament to sick and
homebound members of the parish who are unable to come to church.
This ministry requires special training by the clergy.

Lectors
Lectors participate in the services of the church by reading from scriptures. Training workshops are offered periodically, but special licensing is
not required.

Ushers & Greeters
Ushers are on hand to offer a friendly greeting, welcome those who are
new to St. Philip’s and assist in the smooth progress of the liturgy. They
are available to answer questions about the service, and to assist with
special needs that may arise.

Help Out
The Ardmore Soup Kitchen
St. Philip’s started this program in 2007. The program provides hot dinners Monday through Friday to anyone in need of food. It serves approximately 900 meals per month. It has grown to include the involvement of
eighteen churches and civic groups providing ten volunteers needed for
the daily cooking and serving of meals. Funding comes from private donations. St. Philip’s participates in this ministry by volunteering to help
cook, serve and clean every three months.

Grace Rescource Center
The Grace Resource Center opened its doors in 2009. It serves as a homeless prevention program within the five surrounding counties of Ardmore. They offer help with utility bills and rental assistance. St. Philip’s
assists with these payments through the Priest’s Discretionary Fund.

Sunday Supper
St. Philip’s Sunday Suppers provide a community meal
once a month on a Sunday at 12 p.m. (noon) in our Parish
Hall. Volunteers help with setup, cooking, serving and
cleanup.

Food and Resource Center of
South Central Oklahoma
(FRCSCO)
This new organization is a product of
other outreach groups, including
Loaves and Fishes. As FRCSCO
gets up and running we will have
more information on how, as a Parish,
we can help.

Foster Children’s Gift Program
The Foster Children’s Christmas Gift Program works with Children’s
Services to learn what the foster children want for Christmas (other than
to go home). In mid-November, WishLists are available for parishioners
who want to purchase a child’s gift themselves. Monetary donations from
those who want to donate but not shop are welcomed. The foster families
pick up the gifts from the parish hall the first week in December.

The Family Shelter
The Family Shelter of Southern Oklahoma is a certified domestic violence
and sexual assault program offering services to victims of domestic violence, sexual assault, or stalking by providing victims and their dependent children with shelter, advocacy, crisis intervention, public education,
counseling and a continuum of care for referred clients. The shelter actively provides Carter County and surrounding areas with confidential
services.

Mission Leadership Teams
Are you called to outreach and the mission of the church? Everyone is invited to explore the possibilities of joining a Mission Leadership Team.
Teams include our Parish Prayer Chains, Men’s Group Work Days, and
more. Meetings are held the second Monday of the month at 6:30 p.m.

Prayer Teams
There are three choices of Prayer Teams to join: Telephone Prayer Chain,
Email Prayer Chain, and Prayer Partners. Come to the Mission Leadership Team meeting on the second Monday of the Month at 6:30 p.m. to
learn more about this ministry.

Hungry for Change
St. Philip’s opens its doors to the Parish Hall every Sunday afternoon
from 2-3 p.m. (except on Sunday Supper Sundays) for Hungry for
Change to serve a meal for those whomight otherwise have nothing to
eat. St. Philip’s is not involved in the meal preparation, but provides a
welcoming space, out of the inclement weather, for those to enjoy their
lunch.

Connect
Arts & Drama Camp
St. Philip’s Arts and Drama Camp is designed to embrace the creativity
that God gave each of us. We invite all children in Ardmore and the surrounding community to explore their creative energies in a healthy,
Christ-filled environment. This five-day camp is held from 5:30-8 p.m.
in the summer.

Fellowship Events
St. Philip’s offers occasional special parish-wide fellowship events: for
example, Lenten Dinners, Father’s Day Picnic, Arts & Drama Camp,
Blessing of the Animals, etc… Helpers are recruited for each event.

Hospitality Committee
This committee prepares food for funeral receptions and other events.

Welcoming Committee
The Welcoming Committee is charged with providing structures which
welcome guests and new members. They also schedule ushers and
greeters for all worship services.

Men’s Group
This groups takes on building and repair projects in the community. The
Men’s Group volunteers along with the Mission Leadership Teams on a
monthly Parish Workday. Projects range from helping someone change
light bulbs to storm damage clean up and yard work.

Parish Office Volunteers
Do you have a few hours in the week to volunteer in the Parish Office?
An Office Volunteer is responsible for providing support to the church
office during the weekly scheduled hours of operation. This support
comes in the form of welcoming guests, vendors and others, and
working in conjunction with the Parish staff on specific projects.

Round Robin Dinners
The Round Robin Dinners are designed to bring members of the parish
together outside the sanctuary or the parish hall at St. Philip’s. We gather
as guests once per month over a four month period in the homes of fellow
parishioners for a meal, a table which provides a forum for discussion,
fellowship, and fun.

Sunday Brunch
Volunteers help with the arrangement and preparation of refreshments
after worship services. Visitors and new members are especially invited
for fellowship and a chance to meet new people.

Other Info.
To Receive Holy Communion
Everyone is welcomed to receive Holy Communion. Please come down the center aisle to the Chancel steps to receive Communion. Receive the bread in the
palm of your hand and, after eating it, guide the Chalice to your lips. If you prefer, you may receive the bread in your hand and simply dip it in the chalice, and
then consume the bread. After receiving Communion, using the side aisles, return to your seat. Should you not want to receive Communion but would rather
be blessed, simply cross your arms in front of your chest thus alerting the priest
that you wish to be blessed.

What does it mean to be Baptized and Confirmed?
Baptism is full membership into the Christian Church and Faith. In our baptismal
covenant and our confirmation, we promise to attend church regularly, repent
when we fall into sin, proclaim the faith by word and example, seek and serve
Christ in all people, and strive for justice and peace while respecting the dignity
of every human being.
Confirmation is the adult acceptance of our Baptismal Covenant and willingness
to move to a mature knowledge of faith as a responsible member and mentor.

We would like to get married at St. Philip’s
In Christian tradition, St. Philip’s will perform the celebration of marriage for
members of the Episcopal Church and couples who are actively engaged in
becoming members, including same-gender unions.

What should I do when there is a death?
Call the Priest, or if he is out of the immediate area, contact the assistant priest or
deacon in that order. (Fr. Mike’s cell 312-213-0577). Our clergy has accompanied
many families and friends as their loved ones departed from their earthly life
and entered into Resurrection Life. While one may feel it is an inconvenience to
the cleric, please be assured it is not. It is a part of their call to help the congregation live the Gospel. Remember, “life is changed, not ended.” (BCP 382).

How to I become a member of St. Philip’s?
Call Fr. Mike or the Parish Office to set up a time to meet with Fr. Mike.

I still have questions, who should I call?
The Reverend Michael P. Stephenson
Priest-in-Charge
-w- 580-226-2191 -c- 312-213-0577
frmike@cableone.net
The Reverend Joyce Spurgin
Deacon
-w- 580-226-2191 -c- 580-465-2127
spurgin@cableone.net
Dr. Silviya Mateva
Director of Music Ministries & Organist
-w- 580-226-2191
stpmusic@cableone.net
Jane Volkema
Priest’s Assistant/ Administration
-w- 580-226-2191
stpadmin@cableone.net

580-226-2191
Office Hours
Monday - Thursday 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.
If you have a Pastoral Emergency and it is not during office
hours, please call Fr. Mike on his cell at 312-213-0577.

www.stphililpsardmore.org

Mission
They devoted themselves to the apostles’
teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of
bread and the prayers. Awe came upon
everyone, because many wonders and signs
were being done by the apostles. All who
believed were together and had all things in
common; they would sell their possessions
and goods and distribute the proceeds to all,
as any had need. {Acts 2:42-45}

Alleluia, alleluia!
Let us go forth into the world sharing our lives,
possessions and service where others are in need:
For in Christ’s name, as we give, we grow.
Alleluia, alleluia!

