
St. Philip’s Episcopal Church
516 McLish, Ardmore, OK 73401

580-226-2191  ~  www.stphilipsardmore.org

Oak Hall
Episcopal School

Eighth Grade Graduation Ceremony 

and Holy Eucharist

May 25, 2016 ~ 9:30 a.m.

Celebrating the Feast Day of the Venerable Bede

O Eternal God, bless our school,
Oak Hall, our students, our teachers,
our parents, our board, and the 
Diocese of  Oklahoma. May our
school be a center for sound learning,
new discovery, and a place where your
love and care abide. Guide us in our
teaching, in our learning, and in our
lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.



READINGS

Psalm 78:1-4

Wisdom 7:15-22

1 Corinthians 15:1-8

Matthew 13:47-52

PRAYER

Almighty God, who has en-

riched your Church with the

learning and holiness of your

servant Bede: Grant us to

find in Scripture and disci-

plined prayer the image of

your Son our Savior Jesus

Christ, and to fashion our

lives according to his like-

ness, to the glory of your

great Name and the benefit

of your holy Church; through

the same Jesus Christ our

Lord. Amen.

BEDE THE VENERABLE

PRIEST, MONK, SCHOLAR (25 MAY 735)

Bede was a monk at the English monastery of  Wearmouth and Jarrow, in
Northumbria. From the age of  seven, he spent all his life at that monastery
except for a few brief  visits to nearby sites. He says of  himself: "I have de-
voted my energies to a study of  the Scriptures, observing monastic disci-
pline, and singing the daily services in church; study, teaching, and writing
have always been my delight."

He was the first person to write scholarly works in the English language, al-
though unfortunately only fragments of  his English writings have survived.
He translated the Gospel of  John into Old English, completing the work on
the very day of  his death. He also wrote extensively in Latin. He wrote com-
mentaries on the Pentateuch and other portions of  Holy Scripture. His best-
known work is his History of  the English Church and People, a classic which has
frequently been translated and is available in Penguin Paperbacks. It gives a
history of  Britain up to 729, speaking of  the Celtic peoples who were con-
verted to Christianity during the first three centuries of  the Christian era,
and the invasion of  the Anglo-Saxon pagans in the fifth and sixth centuries,
and their subsequent conversion by Celtic missionaries from the north and
west, and Roman missionaries from the south and east. His work is our chief
source for the history of  the British Isles during this period. Fortunately,
Bede was careful to sort fact from hearsay, and to tell us the sources of  his
information. He also wrote hymns and other verse, the first martyrology
with historical notes, letters and homilies, works on grammar, on chronology
and astronomy -- he was aware that the earth is a sphere, and he is the first
historian to date events ANNO DOMINI, and the earliest known writer to
state that the solar year is not exactly 365 and a quarter days long, so that the
Julian calendar (one leap year every four years) requires some adjusting if  the
months are not to get out of  step with the seasons. 

His hymns include one for the Ascension, which follows.

A hymn of  glory let us sing;
New songs throughout the world shall ring:

Christ, by a road before untrod,
Now rises to the throne of  God.

The holy apostolic band
Upon the Mount of  Olives stand;
And with his followers they see
Their Lord's ascending majesty.

To them the angels drawing nigh,
"Why stand and gaze upon the sky?
This is the Savior," thus they say;
"This is his glorious triumph day.

"Again shall ye behold him so
As ye today have seen him go,
In glorious pomp ascending high,
Up to the portals of  the sky."

O risen Christ, ascended Lord,
All praise to thee let earth accord,
Who art, while endless ages run,
With Father and with Spirit one. 



Order of  Service
Gathering Music: A selection of  music on piano Guest accompanist, Mr. John Emery

At the invitation of the Celebrant, the people stand, as they are able.

Hymn in Procession: “Praise the source of  faith and learning”  
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Words: Thomas H.
Troeger

Music: Hyfrydol,
Rowland H. Prichard,;

harm. from 
The English Hymnal

Copyright: Words: ©
1987 Oxford Univer-
sity Press, Inc. Used

by permission.
OneLicense.net

#718803.  



The people remain standing, as you are able.

Presider Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. BCP 355
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Presider then continues with the Collect of  Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts
of  our hearts by the inspiration of  your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Kyrie

Presider Lord, have mercy. BCP 356
People Christ, have mercy.
Presider Lord, have mercy.

The Collect of  the Day
Presider The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Presider Let us pray.

Heavenly Father, you called your servant Bede, while still a child, to devote his life to your service in the disciplines
of  religion and scholarship: Grant that as he labored in the Spirit to bring the riches of  your truth to his genera-
tion, so we, in our various vocations, may strive to make you known in all the world; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lessons

The people are seated.

The First Lesson: Wisdom 7:15-22 Reader: Judge Lee Card
Oak Hall Episcopal School Board of  Trustees

A Reading from the book of  Wisdom

May God grant me to speak with judgement,
       and to have thoughts worthy of  what I have received;
for he is the guide even of  wisdom
       and the corrector of  the wise.
For both we and our words are in his hand,
       as are all understanding and skill in crafts.
For it is he who gave me unerring knowledge of  what exists,
       to know the structure of  the world and the activity of  the elements;
the beginning and end and middle of  times,
       the alternations of  the solstices and the changes of  the seasons,
the cycles of  the year and the constellations of  the stars,
       the natures of  animals and the tempers of  wild animals,
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the powers of  spirits* and the thoughts of  human beings,
       the varieties of  plants and the virtues of  roots;
I learned both what is secret and what is manifest,
       for wisdom, the fashioner of  all things, taught me.

There is in her a spirit that is intelligent, holy,
unique, manifold, subtle,
mobile, clear, unpolluted,
distinct, invulnerable, loving the good, keen,
irresistible, 

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s People. 
People Thanks be to God.

Psalm 78:1-4                                                                                                          Reader: Mr. Kevin Boatright
                                                                                                   Oak Hall Episcopal School Board of  Trustees
1      Hear my teaching, O my people; *
       incline your ears to the words of  my mouth.

2     I will open my mouth in a parable; *
       I will declare the mysteries of  ancient times.

3     That which we have heard and known,
       and what our forefathers have told us, *
       we will not hide from their children.

4     We will recount to generations to come
       the praiseworthy deeds and the power of  the Lord, *
       and the wonderful works he has done.

During the Sequence Hymn, the Deacon and Acolytes will process to the middle of the church with the Gospel. 
Please turn to face the Gospel during this procession and remain facing the Gospel as it is read.

Sequence Hymn: “I Sing a Song of  the Saints of  God” vs 1 & 2                                       Hymnal 1982 #293
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Words: Lesbia Scott (1898-1986), alt.
Music: Grand Isle, John Henry Hopkins (1861-1945)

OneLicense.net A-718803.

Gospel:  Matthew 13:47-52

Deacon The Holy Gospel of  our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

‘Again, the kingdom of  heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of  every kind; when it was
full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. So it will be at the end of
the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous and throw them into the furnace of  fire,
where there will be weeping and gnashing of  teeth.

‘Have you understood all this?’ They answered, ‘Yes.’ And he said to them, ‘Therefore every scribe who has been
trained for the kingdom of  heaven is like the master of  a household who brings out of  his treasure what is new and
what is old.’ 

Deacon The Gospel of  the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sequence Hymn: “I Sing a Song of  the Saints of  God” vs 1 & 3                                       Hymnal 1982 #293
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Homily The Rev. Stephen R. Bilsbury
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The Nicene Creed BCP 358

All stand as you are able. The Officiant and the people recite together.

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of  heaven and earth,
of  all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ
the only Son of  God,
eternally begotten of  the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of  one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven:
by the power of  the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the 
Virgin Mary, and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate; 

The Prayers of  the People All stand

The Leader and People pray responsively.

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.

Silence

For all people in their daily life and work;
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.

For this community, the nation, and the world;
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.

For the just and proper use of  your creation;
For the victims of  hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of  trouble;
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.

For the peace and unity of  the Church of  God;
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.

For Michael our Presiding Bishop, and Edward our Bishop; and for all bishops and other ministers; 
For all who serve God in his Church.
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he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of  the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge 

the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, 
the giver of  life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped 

and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of  sins.
We look for the resurrection of  the dead,

and the life of  the world to come. Amen.



For the special needs and concerns of  this congregation.

Silence.
The People may add their own petitions.

Hear us, Lord;
For your mercy is great.

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of  this life.

Silence. 
The People may add their own thanksgivings.

We will exalt you, O God our King;
And praise your Name for ever and ever.

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.
Silence. The People may add their own petitions.

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
Who put their trust in you.

The Peace
All remain standing. The Officiant says to the people

The peace of  the Lord be always with you. BCP 360
People And also with you. 

Then the ministers and the people may greet one another saying:

May the peace of  the Lord be always with you. 
Response And also with you.

Remembrances and Thoughts Mrs. Julie Anastasio

Presentation of  certificates, awards, and gifts Mrs. Julie Anastasio
Mr. Ken Willy

The Rev. Stephen Bilsbury
Zachary Michael Bramlett
Tristyn Ann Rinehart

Blessing of  the Eighth Grade Graduates The Rev. Stephen Bilsbury

Headmaster’s Address Mr. Ken Willy
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Offertory Anthem: Kingsfold Ralph Vaughan Williams

The Doxology The people stand as they are able while the offerings are presented and placed on the Altar.

Holy Eucharist 
Please remain standing.

Presider The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 

Presider Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 

Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

The people remain standing as the Presider continues

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator
of  heaven and earth.

Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who rose victorious from the dead, and comforts us with the blessed hope of
everlasting life. For to your faithful people, O Lord, life is changed, not ended; and when our mortal body lies
in death, there is prepared for us a dwelling place eternal in the heavens.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of  heaven,
who for ever say this hymn to proclaim the glory of  your Name:

Sanctus
All remain standing and say
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of  power and might,
heaven and earth are full of  your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of  the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.
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The Presider continues

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in
the calling of  Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word
made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the
Savior and Redeemer of  the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand be-
fore you. In him, you have brought us out of  error into truth, out of  sin into righteousness, out of  death into
life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of  me.” After supper he took the cup of  wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, and said, “Drink this, all of  you: This is my Blood of  the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for
many for the forgiveness of  sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of  me.” 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

Presider and People

We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

The Presider continues

And we offer our sacrifice of  praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of  all; presenting to you, from your cre-
ation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of  the
Body of  Christ and his Blood of  the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be ac-
ceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of  time, put all things in subjection
under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with Philip, Don, and all your saints, we may
enter the everlasting heritage of  your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of  all
creation, the head of  the Church, and the author of  our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father,
now and for ever. AMEN.

The Presider then continues

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray,

Presider and People
Our Father, who art in heaven, as we forgive those who trespass against us.

hallowed be thy Name, And lead us not into temptation,
thy kingdom come, but deliver us from evil.
thy will be done, For thine is the kingdom, 

on earth as it is in heaven. and the power, and the glory, 
Give us this day our daily bread. for ever and ever. Amen.
And forgive us our trespasses,
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The Breaking of  the Bread5
A period of  silence is kept. 

Presider Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

The Presider invites the congregation to communion.

The ushers will invite you forward one or two rows at a time. 
While waiting for the usher’s invitation, please remain seated and join in singing the Communion Hymns or in prayer.

Communion Hymn:  
“Seek Ye First the Kingdom of  God” Hymnal 1982 #711

Words: St. 1, Matthew 6:33; adapt. Karen Lafferty (20th cent.). St. 2, Matthew 7:7
Music: Seek Ye First, Karen Lafferty (20th cent.)

Copyright: Words: Copyright © 1972, Maranatha! Music. All Rights Reserved. International
Copyright Secured. Used by permission. OneLicense.net #718803.
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After Communion, the people stand as they are able.
Officiant Let us pray. BCP 365

Officiant and People
Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of  your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of  his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of  heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Blessing  The priest blesses the people.
The God of  peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great Shepherd of  the sheep,
through the blood of  the everlasting covenant, make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you
that which is well-pleasing in his sight; and the blessing of  God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,
be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.

Final Hymn: “Be Thou My Vision”  Hymnal 1982 #488

Words: Irish, ca. 700; versified Mary Elizabeth Byrne (1880-1931); tr.
Eleanor H. Hull (1860-1935), alt.

Music: Slane, Irish ballad melody; adapt. The Church Hymnary, 1927;
harm. David Evans (1874-1948)
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Dismissal
Deacon Let us bless the Lord. BCP 366
People Thanks be to God. 

Organ Postlude: Hornpipe (from Water Music) George Frideric Handel

The Diocese of  Oklahoma’s mission
is to restore all people to unity with God and each other in Christ.

Oak Hall Episcopal School is an outreach ministry
in education of  the Episcopal Diocese of  Oklahoma.

The main tenets of  the Episcopal Church are:

• With God’s help we set forth each day to try to proclaim by word and example the Good
News of  God in Christ.

• With God’s help we set forth each day to seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving our
neighbors as ourselves.

• With God’s help we strive to seek justice and peace among all people, respecting the dig-
nity of  every human being.

Oak Hall Episcopal School 
2015-2016 Board of  Trustees

Mr. Brett Morton, Esq., President
Mr. William Cowan, Vice-President
Mrs. Linda Potts, Treasurer
Mrs. Tracy Conway, Secretary

The Right Reverend Dr. Edward J. Konieczny, Diocesan Bishop, ex-officio
represented by

The Reverend Steve Bilsbury, Bishop’s Representative, ex-officio
Mrs. Jill Troop, PA President, ex-officio

Mr. Kevin Boatright  
The Honorable Judge Lee Card 

Dr. Pamela Kimbrough 
Mr. Cody Noble 
Mrs. Nancy Sjulin 

Mrs. Elizabeth Windel 
Mr. Kenneth Willy, Headmaster, ex-officio



Faculty & Staff
2015-2016

                                        Mrs. Alyssa Allen       Fifth Grade Teacher
                                     Mrs. Julie Anastasio       Middle School Humanities Teacher
                                   Ms. Kelsie Anastasio       Lower School Extended Day Assistant (Part time)
                                        Mrs. Kristi Aycox       Second Grade Teacher, Yearbook
                                         Mrs. Cynthia Bell       First Grade Teacher
                                         Ms. Wendy Berry       Music Teacher
                          The Rev. Stephen Bilsbury       Chaplain, Chapel services, Christian Education 
                                                                           (Rector of  St. Philip’s Episcopal Church)
                                            Mrs. Sara Black       Technology Teacher, Technology elective, 

Lower School Extended Day (Part time)
                                 Mrs. Connie Boatright       EC4 Teacher
                                              Mr. Von Bray       Cafeteria Manager
                                   Mrs. Jennifer Crosby       Director of  Development & Enrollment Management
                               Mrs. Marcia Deyalsingh       EC4 Teacher
                                    Mr. Ron Deyalsingh       Maintenance (Part time)
                                    Mr. Barsoum Eltom       IT (Part time) Passed away October 12, 2015
                                  Mrs. Kathy Germany       EC3 Teacher
                                    Mrs. Jacque Hobson       Library Media Specialist, Creative Writing elective
                                 Mrs. Tammy Landgraf       EC3 Teacher
                                 Mrs. Kristin Littlefield       Administrative Assistant
                                         Mrs. Bebe Lodes       Art Teacher (Part time) Term 4
                                    Mr. Mike McCullers       Information Technology Director (Part-time) as of  January 5, 2016
                                  Mrs. Meredith Morris       Art Teacher (Part time) Terms 1-3
                                 Mrs. Ana Paula Mumy       Speech and Language, and Spanish Teacher (Part time)
                                   Mrs. Cathy Nogueira       Physical Education/Motor Development Teacher, 

Track and Field, Cross Country, Owl University Coordinator
                                     Mrs. Martha Riesen       Fourth Grade Teacher
                                           Mr. Scott Saner       Middle School Math Teacher (Part time)
                                  Mrs. Courtney Schob       Kindergarten Assistant
                                 Mrs. Rommye Vaughn       Third Grade Teacher
                                      Mrs. Jimmie Wallis       Kindergarten Teacher
                                 Mrs. Melanie Williams       Science Teacher
                                   Mrs. Elizabeth Willis       Kitchen Assistant (Part time)
                                      Mr. Kenneth Willy       Headmaster
                                    Mrs. Lori Youderian       Business Manager



Parish Clergy and Staff
The Rev. Stephen Bilsbury, Rector - frsteve@cableone.net
The Rev. Joyce Spurgin, Deacon - spurgin@cableone.net

Mrs. Amanda Jackson, Senior Warden - alj315@hotmail.com
Mr. Carson Taylor, Interim Organist & Choir Director

Ms. Jane Volkema, Rector’s Assistant/Admin. - stpadmin@cableone.net
Ms. Lois Crain - Bookkeeper  ~  Mr. Mark Pannell - Sexton

www.stphilipsardmore.org

Congratulations to the Eighth Grade Graduates
Zachary Michael Bramlett

Tristyn Ann Rinehart

Worship Participants

Acolytes
Dalton Beesley
Reece Conway
Makayla Cowan

Presentation of  the Gifts
Mrs. Cathy “Coach” Nogueira

Mrs. Julie Anastasio

Ushers
Mrs. Jacque Hobson
Mrs. Martha Riesen

Chalice Bearer
Mr. Ken Willy, Headmaster
Rev. Joyce Spurgin, Deacon


