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St. Philip’s 
Episcopal Church
St. Philip’s is the Episcopal Church in Ardmore, a thriving, 
sustainable community whose growth endures through 

actively living the Gospel of Christ.

The Second Sunday of Pentecost
Proper 4 ~ Year C

May 29, 2016

10 a.m.

O God, your never-failing 
providence sets in order all things
both in heaven and earth: Put away
from us, we entreat you, all hurtful
things, and give us those things
which are profitable for us.

Jesus and the Centurian, icon



Welcome to St. Philip’s Episcopal Church 

The Purpose of  the Church is to love and serve the needs of  the world.

Vision statement:  
St. Philip’s is a safe space where all who enter sense they are wanted, needed, and important.  
St. Philip’s is a holy and exciting place to discover, and participate in the gifts God has created in us: to
grow them, to develop them, and to use them on a regular basis.  
St. Philip’s is a thriving, sustainable community, whose growth endures through actively living the
Gospel of  Christ.

Mission:  Acts 2:42-45 
“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of  bread and the
prayers.  Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the apostles.
All who believed were together and had all things in common; they would sell their possessions and
goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need.” (Invite into service, fellowship and worship)

What does it mean to actively live the Gospel of  Christ?
In service, we :
~ Demonstrate kindness, generosity and compassion all people
~ Give financially pursuant to the biblical tithe
~ Attend church weekly
In fellowship, we:
~ Participate in at least one ministry within St. Philip's
~ Attend church weekly
In worship, we:
~ Pray daily
~ Read and meditate over Scripture daily
~ Attend church weekly

The Rev. Stephen Bilsbury, Rector

Today’s Altar Flowers are Givenby 

Sheri and James Clark for the Glory of Christ



Order of  Service
Opening Voluntary: Prelude, Op. 28, No. 4       F. Chopin

At the invitation of the Celebrant, the people stand, as they are able.

Hymn in Procession: “Holy Father, Great Creator”    Hymnal 1982 #368

Words: Alexander Viets Griswold (1766-1843), alt.
Music: Regent Square, Henry Thomas Smart (1813-1879); desc. Craig Sellar Lang (1891-1971)

Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-718803.

The people remain standing, as you are able.
Presider Blessed be God: Father Son, and Holy Spirit. BCP 355
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
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The Presider then continues with the Collect of  Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts
of  our hearts by the inspiration of  your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Gloria Gloria in excelsis (standing) Hymnal 1982 #S-280
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The Collect of  the Day
Presider The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Presider Let us pray.

O God, your never-failing providence sets in order all things both in heaven and earth: Put away from us, we entreat
you, all hurtful things, and give us those things which are profitable for us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Collect for Discernment
Said in unison by all.
O Lord, we pray that your community St. Philip’s will gather together to strengthen our bonds of  love, seek your
wisdom, and envision the future of  your church in Ardmore.  We pray through the Holy Spirit that we may recog-
nize your generosity bestowed upon us to fulfill the future you offer to us.  We ask these blessings in the name of
your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, whom with You and the Holy Spirit reign for ever and ever, Amen.

The Lessons
The people are seated.

1 Kings 8:22-23 ,41-43

A Reading from the first book of  Kings

Solomon stood before the altar of  the Lord in the presence of  all the assembly of  Israel, and spread out his hands
to heaven. He said, "O Lord, God of  Israel, there is no God like you in heaven above or on earth beneath, keeping
covenant and steadfast love for your servants who walk before you with all their heart.

"Likewise when a foreigner, who is not of  your people Israel, comes from a distant land because of  your name --
for they shall hear of  your great name, your mighty hand, and your outstretched arm-- when a foreigner comes and
prays toward this house, then hear in heaven your dwelling place, and do according to all that the foreigner calls to
you, so that all the peoples of  the earth may know your name and fear you, as do your people Israel, and so that
they may know that your name has been invoked on this house that I have built."

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s People. 
People Thanks be to God.
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Music: Robert Powell (b. 1932), rev.
Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-718803.



Psalm 96:1-9  Cantate Domino

The Second Reading:  Galatians 1:1-12

A reading from the book of  Galatians

Paul an apostle-- sent neither by human commission nor from human authorities, but through Jesus Christ and God
the Father, who raised him from the dead-- and all the members of  God's family who are with me,

To the churches of  Galatia:

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, who gave himself  for our sins to set us
free from the present evil age, according to the will of  our God and Father, to whom be the glory forever and ever.
Amen.

I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who called you in the grace of  Christ and are turning to a
different gospel-- not that there is another gospel, but there are some who are confusing you and want to pervert
the gospel of  Christ. But even if  we or an angel from heaven should proclaim to you a gospel contrary to what we
proclaimed to you, let that one be accursed! As we have said before, so now I repeat, if  anyone proclaims to you a
gospel contrary to what you received, let that one be accursed!

Am I now seeking human approval, or God's approval? Or am I trying to please people? If  I were still pleasing peo-
ple, I would not be a servant of  Christ.

For I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that the gospel that was proclaimed by me is not of  human origin; for
I did not receive it from a human source, nor was I taught it, but I received it through a revelation of  Jesus Christ.

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s People. 
People Thanks be to God.

During the Sequence Hymn, the Deacon and Acolytes will process to the middle of the church with the Gospel. 
Please turn to face the Gospel during this procession and remain facing the Gospel as it is read.
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1    Sing to the Lord a new song; *
sing to the Lord, all the whole earth.

2    Sing to the Lord and bless his Name; *
proclaim the good news of  his salvation from
day to day.

3    Declare his glory among the nations *
and his wonders among all peoples.

4    For great is the Lord and greatly to be 
praised; *
he is more to be feared than all gods.

5    As for all the gods of  the nations, they are 
but idols; *
but it is the Lord who made the heavens.

6    Oh, the majesty and magnificence of  his
presence! *
Oh, the power and the splendor of  his 
sanctuary!

7    Ascribe to the Lord, you families of  the 
peoples; *
ascribe to the Lord honor and power.

8    Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his 
Name; *
bring offerings and come into his courts.

9    Worship the Lord in the beauty of  holiness; *
let the whole earth tremble before him.



Sequence Hymn: “In Your Mercy”   vs 1 & 2 Hymnal 1982 #706

Words: Josiah Conder (1789-1855); alt. Charles P. Price (1920-1999)
Music: Halton Holgate, William Boyce (1711-1779)

Copyright: Words: © 1982, Charles P. Price. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-718803.

Gospel:  Luke 7:1-10

Deacon The Holy Gospel of  our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

After Jesus had finished all his sayings in the hearing of  the people, he entered Capernaum. A centurion there had a
slave whom he valued highly, and who was ill and close to death. When he heard about Jesus, he sent some Jewish
elders to him, asking him to come and heal his slave. When they came to Jesus, they appealed to him earnestly, saying,
"He is worthy of  having you do this for him, for he loves our people, and it is he who built our synagogue for us."
And Jesus went with them, but when he was not far from the house, the centurion sent friends to say to him, "Lord,
do not trouble yourself, for I am not worthy to have you come under my roof; therefore I did not presume to come
to you. But only speak the word, and let my servant be healed. For I also am a man set under authority, with soldiers
under me; and I say to one, `Go,' and he goes, and to another, `Come,' and he comes, and to my slave, `Do this,' and
the slave does it." When Jesus heard this he was amazed at him, and turning to the crowd that followed him, he said,
"I tell you, not even in Israel have I found such faith." When those who had been sent returned to the house, they
found the slave in good health.

Deacon The Gospel of  the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.
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Sequence Hymn: “In Your Mercy”   vs 1 & 3 Hymnal 1982 #706

Words: Josiah Conder (1789-1855); alt. Charles P. Price (1920-1999)
Music: Halton Holgate, William Boyce (1711-1779)

Copyright: Words: © 1982, Charles P. Price. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-718803.

Homily The Rev. Stephen Bilsbury

Notes from Today’s Homily
What was the main point that What did I hear that I can What do I do well already?
you received from today’s homily? incorporate into my life?
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The Nicene Creed BCP 358
All stand as you are able. The Officiant and the people recite together.
We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of  heaven and earth,
of  all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ
the only Son of  God,
eternally begotten of  the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of  one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven:
by the power of  the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the 
Virgin Mary, and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate; 

The Prayers of  the People BCP 387

The People remain standing. The Deacon and People pray responsively
In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.

Silence

For all people in their daily life and work;
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone.

For this community, the nation, and the world;
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.

For the just and proper use of  your creation;
For the victims of  hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of  trouble;
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy.

For the peace and unity of  the Church of  God;
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.

For Michael, our Presiding Bishop, and Edward our Bishop; and for all bishops and other ministers;
For all who serve God in his Church.

For the special needs and concerns of  this congregation.
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he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of  the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge 

the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, 
the giver of  life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped 

and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of  sins.
We look for the resurrection of  the dead,

and the life of  the world to come. Amen.



Silence ~ The People may add their own petitions

Hear us, Lord;
For your mercy is great.

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of  this life.
Silence ~ The People may add their own thanksgivings

We will exalt you, O God our King;
And praise your Name for ever and ever.

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.
Silence ~ The People may add their own petitions

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
Who put their trust in you.

The Peace
All remain standing. The Officiant says to the people

The peace of  the Lord be always with you. BCP 360
People And also with you. 

Then the ministers and the people may greet one another saying:
May the peace of  the Lord be always with you. 

Response And also with you.

Announcements
Announcements may be made at this point in the service followed by birthday and wedding anniversary blessings.

“Fariest Lord Jesus” arr. Martin How (b. 1931)

Offertory: “Prelude, Op. 28, No. 7 F. Chopin

Fairest L
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Representatives of  the congregation bring forward the people’s offerings of  bread and wine, and money or other gifts. 
The people stand as they are able while the offerings are presented and placed on the Altar and sing...

The Doxology

Words: Isaac Watts (1674-1748), para. of  Psalm 117. St. 3, Thomas Ken (1637-1711)
Music: Old 100th, melody from Pseaumes octante trois de David, 1551, alt.; 

harm. after Louis Bourgeois (1510?-1561?)

Presider All things come from thee, O Lord.
People And of  thine own have we given thee.

The Great Thanksgiving
Eucharistic Prayer C

The people remain standing.

The Presider and People continue as follows: 

Presider The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.

Presider Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.

Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

9

This is the Lord’s Table, where all are welcome
For those taking Holy Communion, simply hold out your hand – palm up – to receive the Bread. After-
wards, assist the chalicist by taking the chalice by the base with your fingertips and guiding it to your lips. If
you prefer, you may receive the bread in your hand and simply dip it in the chalice and then consume the
bread. After you are finished, return to your seat using the aisles on the far left or right. Should you not wish
to receive Communion but would prefer to be blessed, simply cross your arms in front of  your chest thus alert-
ing the clergy that you wish to be blessed.



The Presider continues

God of  all power, Ruler of  the Universe, you are worthy of  glory and praise.
People Glory to you for ever and ever.

Presider At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of  interstellar space, galaxies, suns,
the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home.

People By your will they were created and have their being.

Presider From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with 
memory, reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of  creation. But we turned against 
you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one another.

People Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight. *

Presider Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed 
our righteous Law. And in the fullness of  time you sent your only Son, born of  a 
woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of  freedom and peace. 

People By his blood, he reconciled us.
By his wounds, we are healed. *

Presider And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and
martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim
with them your glory, in their unending hymn:

Sanctus   Hymnal S-125

Music: From A Community Mass; Richard Proulx (b. 1937)
Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-718803.___________________________

* Eucharistic Prayer C includes our corporate confession within the liturgy.
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The People remain standing as the Presider continues
And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water and the Spirit, now
bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of  Jesus Christ
our Lord.

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to his friends,
and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of  me.”

After supper, he took the cup of  wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of  you: This is my Blood of
the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of  sins. Whenever you drink it,
do this for the remembrance of  me.”

Remembering now his work of  redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of  thanksgiving,

Presider and People We celebrate his death and resurrection,
as we await the day of  his coming.

The Presider continues
Lord God of  our Fathers and Mothers; God of  Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and Rebekah, and Jacob, Leah,
and Rachel, Bilhah and Zilpha; God and Father of  our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand
at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the presumption of  coming to this Table for solace only,
and not for strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of  this Holy Communion make us 

People Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of  the Bread.

The Presider continues 
Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to whom, with you
and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to generation. AMEN.

The Presider then continues
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,

Our Father, who art in heaven, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
hallowed be thy Name, And lead us not into temptation,
thy kingdom come, but deliver us from evil.
thy will be done, For thine is the kingdom, 

on earth as it is in heaven. and the power, and the glory, 
Give us this day our daily bread. for ever and ever. Amen.
And forgive us our trespasses,

The Breaking of  the Bread
A period of  silence is kept. 
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Then the Presider and People sing together.

Fraction Anthem: Christ our Passover Hymnal S-154

Music: From New Plainsong; David Hurd (b. 1950)
Copyright: Copyright © GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-718803.

The Presider invites the congregation to communion.
The ushers will invite you forward one or two rows at a time. 

While waiting for the usher’s invitation, please remain seated and join in singing the Communion Hymns or in prayer.

Communion Hymns:  
“Thine Arm, O Lord, in day of  old” Hymnal 1982 #567



Words: Edward Hayes Plumptre (1821-1891), alt.
Music: St. Matthew, from Supplement to the New Version of  Psalms by Dr. Brady and Mr. Tate, 1708 Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-718803

“Taste and See” Wonder Love and Praise #764

Words: James E. Moore, Jr., para. of  Psalm 34
Music: James E. Moore, Jr.

Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-718803
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The people stand as they are able.

Communion Response: “Christ Be with Me” Hymnal 1982 #370 (stanza 6)

After Communion, the people stand as they are able.
Officiant Let us pray. BCP 365
Officiant and People

Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of  your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of  his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of  heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Blessing  The priest blesses the people.
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Words: Att. Patrick (372-466); tr. Cecil Frances Alexander (1818-1895)
Music: Deirdre, Irish melody; harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams, (1872-1958)

Music: Wer nur den lieben Gott, Georg Neumark (1621-1681)  Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-718803.
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Post-Communion Hymn: “Ye servants of  God”              Hymnal 1982 #53

Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788), alt.
Music: Paderborn, melody from Catolisch-Paderbornisches Gesang-buch, 1765; harm. Sydney Hugo Nicholson (1875-1947)

Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-718803

Dismissal
Deacon Let us go forth in the name of  Christ. BCP 366
People Thanks be to God. 



Postlude: Prelude, Op. 28, No. 20 F. Chopin 

Sunday Brunch and Social Hour
Immediately following the Mass, come to the Parish Hall for Sunday Brunch and Social Hour.

READINGS

Psalm 113 or Canticle 9;

Zephaniah 3:14-18a;

Colossians 3:12-17;

Luke 1:39-49

PRAYER

Father in heaven, by whose

grace the virgin mother of your

incarnate Son was blessed in

bearing him, but still more

blessed in keeping your word:

Grant us who honor the exalta-

tion of her lowliness to follow

the example of her devotion to

your will; through Jesus Christ

our Lord, who lives and reigns

with you and the Holy Spirit,

one God, for ever and ever.

THE VISITATION OF THE BLESSED
VIRGIN MARY

(31 MAY)

After the angel Gabriel had announced to Mary that she was to become the
mother of  Our Lord, Mary went from Galilee to Judea to visit her kinswoman
Elizabeth, soon to be the mother of  John the Baptist. This visit is recorded in
Luke 1:39-56. Elizabeth greeted Mary with the words, "Blessed are you among
women, and blessed is the fruit of  your womb." Mary burst forth with the song of
praise which we call the Magnificat, beginning, "My soul proclaims the greatness
of  the Lord." We are told that even John the Baptist, still unborn, leaped for joy in
his mother's womb. Thus we are shown, side by side, the two women, one seem-
ingly too old to have a child, but destined to bear the last prophet of  the Old
Covenant, of  the age that was passing away; and the other woman, seemingly not
ready to have a child, but destined to bear the One Who was Himself  the begin-
ning of  the New Covenant, the age that would not pass away.

It is this meeting that we celebrate.

FIRST READING: Zephaniah 3:14-18a
Rejoice, for the LORD prepares to restore and bless His people.

PSALM 113
Praise the LORD, who lifts up the needy, and makes the barren a joyful mother.

or CANTICLE 9 (FIRST SONG OF ISAIAH): Isaiah 12:2-6 "Sing the praises of
the LORD, for He has done great things."

EPISTLE: Colossians 3:12-17
Abound in love, and forgiveness, and peace, and joy, and singing.

THE HOLY GOSPEL: Luke 1:39-49 (or 1:39-56)
Mary goes to visit Elizabeth. The two women greet each other with hymns of  joy,
and the infant John stirs in the womb as if  to participate.



Frederic Chopin was a Polish-born pianist
and composer of  matchless genius in the
realm of  keyboard music. As a pianist, his
talents were beyond emulation and had an
impact on other musicians entirely out of
proportion to the number of  concerts he
gave — only 30 public performances in 30
years of  concertizing. No one before or
since has contributed as many significant
works to the piano's repertoire, or come
closer to capturing its soul.

Early Years
Chopin's mother was Polish, his father a
Frenchman who had come to Poland as a
young man and held jobs as a bookkeeper
and tutor before marrying and settling in
Warsaw. Young Frederic studied piano
with Wojciech Zywny and harmony and
counterpoint with Jozef  Elsner, gave his
first concert when he was 8, and rather
quickly outdistanced his teachers. His
name became known outside of  Poland
when his Variations, Op. 2, for piano and
orchestra on Mozart's "La ci darem la
mano" — written when he was 17 —
were published in 1830, prompting Robert
Schumann's famous accolade in the Allge-
meine musikalische Zeitung: "Hats off, gentle-
men! A genius!" In the spring and autumn
of  1830, Chopin treated the Warsaw audi-
ence to a pair of  newly composed, mar-
velously poetic piano concertos. Seeking
to expand his horizons, he left Poland for
Vienna in November 1830, and after eight
months there, headed for Paris. He would
never again return to his native country,
but Poland's loss would be Paris' gain.

Off  To Paris
By the 1830s, Paris had become the undis-
puted center of  European culture — a
hotbed of  new thinking in the arts and

letters and the focal point of  Romanticism
in music. After a sensational debut at the
Salle Pleyel on Feb. 26, 1832, with Franz
Liszt, Felix Mendelssohn and Luigi Cheru-
bini among those in the audience, Chopin,
three days shy of  his 22nd birthday, took
his place as one of  the celebrities of  the
French capital. He found himself  in such
demand as a teacher that he was able to
make a comfortable living, and he hob-
nobbed with the great artists of  the day,
forming particularly close friendships with
Eugene Delacroix, who would paint a
splendid portrait of  him in 1838, and
Liszt. Chopin's works from his first years
in Paris include the Nocturnes of  Opp. 9
and 15 (1830-32), the 12 Etudes, Op. 25
(1835-37), dedicated to Liszt's mistress,
the Comtesse Marie d'Agoult, the Scherzo
in B-flat minor, Op. 31 (1837), the Sonata
in B-flat minor, Op. 35 (1837), and the G
minor Ballade, Op. 23. In 1836, Chopin
became engaged to Maria Wodzinski, but
the engagement was broken off  by her
family the following year.

Reaching New Heights
Chopin's art reached a new plateau in the
late 1830s as a result of  his involvement
with the writer Aurore Dudevant, six years
his senior, who in 1832 had taken to call-
ing herself  George Sand. Some of  his
greatest works emerged as a result of  the
emotional contentment he felt in the early
days of  their nine-year liaison. They spent
the winter of  1838-39 together on Ma-
jorca, living in adjacent rooms in an aban-
doned Carthusian monastery. Chopin
endured his first major bout of  tuberculo-
sis, but though seriously ill managed to
complete the 24 Preludes, Op. 28 (1838-
39). During the 1840s, in spite of  emo-
tional ups and downs and recurrent
illness, he produced a remarkable body of
compositions that included the Ballades in
A-flat, Op. 47, and F minor, Op. 52, the
Mazurkas of  Opp. 50, 56, 59, 63 and 67,
the A-flat major Polonaise, Op. 53, the
Nocturnes of  Opp. 48, 55 and 62, and the
Sonata in B minor, Op. 58 (1844). The
best of  these works — the B minor
Sonata, the Op. 55 Nocturnes and the Op.
56 Mazurkas — are characterized by re-
markable refinement and complexity,
along with a newly rich sense of  ambiva-
lence. The opening movement of  the
sonata finds Chopin at the summit of  in-

spiration, weaving turbulence and roman-
tic yearning into a beautifully seamless ex-
pression.

The situation with George Sand began to
deteriorate in 1843, and in 1847 the break
came. By then, Chopin was gravely ill;
seeking escape, he left Paris in April 1848
for an extended sojourn in England and
Scotland, from which he returned, ex-
hausted, in November. He composed vir-
tually nothing in the final year of  his life.

The Composer And His Piano
Chopin was the first composer of  genius
to devote himself  uniquely to the piano
— every one of  his works was written for
it either as solo instrument or in combina-
tion with other instruments. The majority
of  his solo pieces are in shorter forms,
and improvisatory by nature. These in-
clude 20 nocturnes, 25 preludes, 17
waltzes, 15 polonaises, 58 mazurkas and
27 etudes. In these works, especially the
nocturnes, preludes and mazurkas, the
emotions are fleeting, and precious be-
cause of  that. Chopin also achieved suc-
cess in larger forms, including the scherzo,
a form he reinvented; the ballade, a genre
he invented; and the sonata. The four Bal-
lades and the Sonatas in B-flat minor and
B minor are among his greatest creations,
combining passionate drama and lyrical
tenderness in a memorable way.

In his remarkably advanced treatment of
harmony and rhythm, Chopin banished
the ordinary from his music and opened
the door to an emotional ambiguity that
continues to intrigue listeners — one
whose communication requires subtleties
of  execution that generations of  pianists
have labored devotedly to achieve. The lu-
minous textures and haunting melodies he
used to express his thoughts added to the
piano's sound and range of  color shadings
that no one before him had imagined were
there, but that all who have followed rec-
ognize as his. The same is true of  the har-
monic question marks one finds through -
out his music — the equivalent of  a look
of  gentle longing. He created a slimmer
oeuvre than his important contempo-
raries, but every piece he produced was 
a pearl.

by Ted Libbey, author of
"The NPR Listener's Encyclopedia of  Classical Music"

About Frédéric Francois Chopin (b. Zelazowa Wola, March 1, 1810; d. Paris, October 17, 1849)

composer of  today’s prelude, offertory and postlude
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Sunday Worship Schedule
10:00 a.m. Traditional Episcopal Mass 

11:15 a.m. Sunday Brunch & Social Hour

1:00 p.m. Mass at Ardmore Village

Weekday Worship Schedule
Morning Prayer 7:15 a.m. ~ Monday through Friday

Noonday Mass/12 p.m. ~ Every Wednesday

Worship Participants 

Acolytes: Kyle Craighead, Arthur Waldrip, Brianna Taylor

Chalice: Sharon Claytor

Old Testament: Abby Bilsbury

New Testament: Leslei Fisher

Ushers/Greeters: Debbie Card and Patsy Roberts

VPOD: Amanda Willy


