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St. Philip’s 
Episcopal Church
St. Philip’s is the Episcopal Church in Ardmore, a thriving, 

sustainable community whose growth endures through 

actively living the Gospel of Christ.

The Last Sunday after the Epiphany

February 7, 2016 ~ 10 a.m.

O God, who before the passion of  your only
 begotten Son revealed his glory upon the holy
mountain: Grant to us that we, beholding by
faith the light of  his countenance, may be
strengthened to bear our cross, and be changed
into his likeness from glory to glory. Amen.



Welcome to St. Philip’s Episcopal Church 
St. Philip’s is a safe space where all who enter 

sense they are wanted, needed, and important.  

St. Philip’s is a holy and exciting place to discover, 

and participate in the gifts God has created in us: 

to grow them, to develop them, and to use them on a regular basis.  

St. Philip’s is a thriving, sustainable community, 

whose growth endures through actively living the Gospel of Christ.

St. Philip’s has been faithfully witnessing to Christ in word and deed for over one hundred years here in Ard-
more. St. Philip’s is a diverse, inclusive, and energetic community. We gather on Sunday mornings to worship,
learn, and share each other’s company so that we might go forth from the doors of  St. Philip’s empowered by
the Holy Spirit. If  you are seeking company in your journey with Christ, we might be able to help you ask the
questions, struggle with you to seek the answers, and help you see yourself  as an image of  Christ; if  this is what
you seek we just might be the place for you. Please complete the information card in the pew rack and place it in
the offering plate. By doing so, we can learn more about you and properly welcome you into St. Philip’s.

The Rev. Stephen Bilsbury, Rector
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Today’s Altar flowers have been given

by the Littekens

in Celebration for St. Philip’s

and

Loved Ones
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Order of  Service
Opening Voluntary: Prelude in B Minor, BWV 544a Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)

At the invitation of the Celebrant, the people stand, as they are able.

Hymn in Procession: “Songs of  Thankfulness and Praise” Hymn 135

Words: Sts. 1-3, Christopher Wordsworth (1807-1885); st. 4, F. Bland Tucker (1895-1984)
Music: Salzburg, melody Jakob Hintze (1622-1702); harm. Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750). OneLicense.net #718803.

Presider Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
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The Presider then continues with the Collect of  Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts
of  our hearts by the inspiration of  your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Gloria Gloria in excelsis (standing) Hymnal S-280



Music: Robert Powell (b. 1932), rev.
Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-718803. 

The Collect of  the Day
Presider The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Presider Let us pray.

O God, who before the passion of  your only  begotten Son revealed his glory upon the holy mountain: Grant to us
that we, beholding by faith the light of  his countenance, may be strengthened to bear our cross, and be changed into
his likeness from glory to glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Collect for Discernment
Almighty and everlasting God, you govern all things both in heaven and on earth: Mercifully hear the supplications
of  your people, and in our time grant us your peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lessons
The people are seated.

The Hebrew Scriptures: Exodus 34:29-35

A Reading from the Book of  Exodus

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s People. 
People Thanks be to God.
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Moses came down from Mount Sinai. As he came
down from the mountain with the two tablets of  the
covenant in his hand, Moses did not know that the
skin of  his face shone because he had been talking
with God. When Aaron and all the Israelites saw
Moses, the skin of  his face was shining, and they were
afraid to come near him. But Moses called to them;
and Aaron and all the leaders of  the congregation re-
turned to him, and Moses spoke with them. After-
ward all the Israelites came near, and he gave them in
commandment all that the Lord had spoken with him

on Mount Sinai. When Moses had finished speaking
with them, he put a veil on his face; but whenever
Moses went in before the Lord to speak with him, he
would take the veil off, until he came out; and when
he came out, and told the Israelites what he had been
commanded, the Israelites would see the face of
Moses, that the skin of  his face was shining; and
Moses would put the veil on his face again, until he
went in to speak with him.



Psalm 99 Dominus regnavit    

                                                                                                           
1    The Lord is King;

let the people tremble; *
he is enthroned upon the cherubim;
let the earth shake.

2   The Lord is great in Zion; *
     he is high above all peoples.

3   Let them confess his Name, which is great and awesome; *
     he is the Holy One.

4   "O mighty King, lover of  justice,
     you have established equity; *
     you have executed justice and righteousness in Jacob."

5   Proclaim the greatness of  the Lord our God
     and fall down before his footstool; *
     he is the Holy One.

6   Moses and Aaron among his priests,
     and Samuel among those who call upon his Name, *
     they called upon the Lord, and he answered them.

7   He spoke to them out of  the pillar of  cloud; *
     they kept his testimonies and the decree that he gave them.

8   O Lord our God, you answered them in- -deed; *
     you were a God who forgave them,
     yet punished them for their evil deeds.

9   Proclaim the greatness of  the Lord our God
     and worship him upon his holy hill; *
     for the Lord our God is the Holy One. 
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A “Note” on Singing Anglican Chant:

Each verse is sung to half  of  the•
chant. Paired verses are sung to the
entire chant.

Bold-faced words are sung to notes•
with black note heads. Words not in
bold are sung to the white note heads.

White note heads are unmeasured,•
meaning that the length is not deter-
mined by the note value, but rather by
the time needed to sing the words.

If  you see |, take a breath and come•
back in on the same note. This mark
indicates a break.

Where there are an odd number of•
verses, the lone verse will be sung on
the second half  of  the chant tune.

Jerome Webster Meachen (b. 1930)
Copyright 1956,  Jerome Webster Meachen

        

                    
                       

                        

                        
    

                      
     



Epistle Reading:  2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2 

A reading from the second Letter of  Saint Paul to the Corinthians. 

Since, then, we have such a hope, we act with great boldness, not like Moses, who put a veil over his face to
keep the people of  Israel from gazing at the end of  the glory that was being set aside. But their minds were
hardened. Indeed, to this very day, when they hear the reading of  the old covenant, that same veil is still there,
since only in Christ is it set aside. Indeed, to this very day whenever Moses is read, a veil lies over their minds;
but when one turns to the Lord, the veil is removed. Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of  the
Lord is, there is freedom. And all of  us, with unveiled faces, seeing the glory of  the Lord as though reflected
in a mirror, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of  glory to another; for this comes
from the Lord, the Spirit.

Therefore, since it is by God's mercy that we are engaged in this ministry, we do not lose heart. We have re-
nounced the shameful things that one hides; we refuse to practice cunning or to falsify God's word; but by the
open statement of  the truth we commend ourselves to the conscience of  everyone in the sight of  God.

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s People. 
People Thanks be to God.

During the Sequence hymn, the deacon and acolytes will process to the middle of  the church with the Gospel. 
Please turn to face the Gospel during this procession and remain facing the Gospel as it is read.

Sequence Hymn: “All My Hope on God is Founded”    vs. 1-3 Hymn 665

Words: Robert Seymour Bridges (1884-1930), alt. after Joachim Neander (1650-1680)
Music: Michael, Herbert Howells (1892-1983)

Music: Copyright 1968, Novello & Company, Ltd. Used by permission. OneLicense.net #718803.
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Gospel:  Luke 9:28-36-43a

Deacon The Holy Gospel of  our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

About eight days after Peter had acknowledged Jesus as the Christ of  God, Jesus took with him
Peter and John and James, and went up on the mountain to pray. And while he was praying, the ap-
pearance of  his face changed, and his clothes became dazzling white. Suddenly they saw two men,
Moses and Elijah, talking to him. They appeared in glory and were speaking of  his departure, which
he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. Now Peter and his companions were weighed down with
sleep; but since they had stayed awake, they saw his glory and the two men who stood with him. Just
as they were leaving him, Peter said to Jesus, "Master, it is good for us to be here; let us make three
dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah"--not knowing what he said. While he was
saying this, a cloud came and overshadowed them; and they were terrified as they entered the cloud.
Then from the cloud came a voice that said, "This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!" When the
voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And they kept silent and in those days told no one any of
the things they had seen. On the next day, when they had come down from the mountain, a great
crowd met him. Just then a man from the crowd shouted, "Teacher, I beg you to look at my son; he
is my only child. Suddenly a spirit seizes him, and all at once he shrieks. It convulses him until he
foams at the mouth; it mauls him and will scarcely leave him. I begged your disciples to cast it out,
but they could not." Jesus answered, "You faithless and perverse generation, how much longer must
I be with you and bear with you? Bring your son here." While he was coming, the demon dashed
him to the ground in convulsions. But Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit, healed the boy, and gave him
back to his father. And all were astounded at the greatness of  God.

Deacon The Gospel of  the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sequence Hymn: “All My Hope on God is Founded”    vs. 4-5 Hymn 665
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Words: Robert Seymour Bridges (1884-1930), alt. after Joachim Neander (1650-1680)
Music: Michael, Herbert Howells (1892-1983)

Music: Copyright 1968, Novello & Company, Ltd. Used by permission. 
OneLicense.net #718803.



Homily The Rev. Dn. Joyce Spurgin

Notes from Today’s Homily

What was the main point that What did I hear that I can What do I do well already?
you received from today’s homily? incorporate into my life?

The Nicene Creed
All stand as your are able. The Officiant and the people recite together.

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of  heaven and earth,
of  all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ
the only Son of  God,
eternally begotten of  the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of  one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven:
by the power of  the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the 
Virgin Mary, and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried.
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On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of  the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge 
the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, 

the giver of  life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped 

and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of  sins.
We look for the resurrection of  the dead,

and the life of  the world to come. Amen.



The Peace
All remain standing. The Officiant says to the people

The peace of  the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 

Then the ministers and the people may greet one another saying:

May the peace of  the Lord be always with you. 
Response And also with you.

Announcements
Announcements may be made at this point in the service followed by birthday and wedding anniversary blessings.

Offertory Anthem:  “O Give Thanks!” Words by Mary Kay Beall  Music: John Carter, arr.
Music: Linstead, Jamaican folk tune, adapt. Doreen Potter

Sound Off! Singers and Parish Choir

O give thanks to the Lord above! O give thanks for his boundless love.
Sing his praises the whole day long, Tell his story in joyful song.

He has set us free, called us out to be Love’s epiphany to the world.
He has set us free, called us out to be Love’s epiphany to the world.

O give thanks to his holy name! Serve him gladly, his power proclaim.
Tell the news to the whole world round; what is lost can by love be found.

He has set us free, called us out to be Love’s epiphany to the world.
He has set us free, called us out to be Love’s epiphany to the world.

The Doxology The people stand as they are able while the offerings are presented and placed on the Altar.
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Presider All things come from thee, O Lord.
People And of  thine own have we given thee.

The Great Thanksgiving ~ Eucharistic Prayer D

The people remain standing.

The Presider and People continue as follows: 

Presider The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.

Presider Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.

Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Celebrant
It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for you alone are God, living and true, dwelling in light
inaccessible from before time and for ever. Fountain of  life and source of  all goodness, you made all things and fill
them with your blessing; you created them to rejoice in the splendor of  your radiance.

Countless throngs of  angels stand before you to serve you night and day; and, beholding the glory of  your pres-
ence, they offer you unceasing praise. Joining with them, and giving voice to every creature under heaven, we ac-
claim you, and glorify your Name, as we sing

10

Words: St. Francis of  Assisi (1182-1226); tr. William H. Draper (1855-1933), alt.
Music: Lasst uns erfreuen, melody from Auserlesene Catholische Geistiche Kirchengeseng, 1623; adapt. and harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958)

Copyright: Music: By permission of  Oxford University Press. 



Sanctus Hymn S-125

All remain standing and sing

The people stand or kneel as they are able. The Presider continues
We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your wisdom and love. You formed us in
your own image, giving the whole world into our care, so that, in obedience to you, our Creator, we might rule and
serve all your creatures. When our disobedience took us far from you, you did not abandon us to the power of
death. In your mercy you came to our help, so that in seeking you we might find you. Again and again you called us
into covenant with you, and through the prophets you taught us to hope for salvation.

Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of  time you sent your only Son to be our Savior. Incarnate
by the Holy Spirit, born of  the Virgin Mary, he lived as one of  us, yet without sin. To the poor he proclaimed the
good news of  salvation; to prisoners, freedom; to the sorrowful, joy. To fulfill your purpose he gave himself  up to
death; and, rising from the grave, destroyed death, and made the whole creation new.

And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and rose for us, he sent the Holy Spirit, his
own first gift for those who believe, to complete his work in the world, and to bring to fulfillment the sanctification
of  all.

When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, having loved his own who were in the

world, he loved them to the end; at supper with them he took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke
it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remem-
brance of  me."
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Music: From A Community Mass; Richard Proulx (b. 1937-2010)
Copyright: Copyright © 1971, 1977 GIA Publications, Inc. 

OneLicense.net #718803.



After supper he took the cup of  wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of
you: This is my Blood of  the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of  sins. When-
ever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of  me."

Father, we now celebrate this memorial of  our redemption. Recalling Christ's death and his descent among the
dead, proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your right hand, awaiting his coming in glory; and offering to
you, from the gifts you have given us, this bread and this cup, we praise you and we bless you.

Celebrant and People

We praise you, we bless you,
we give thanks to you,
and we pray to you, Lord our God.

Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend upon us, and upon these gifts, sancti-
fying them and showing them to be holy gifts for your holy people, the bread of  life and the cup of  salvation, the
Body and Blood of  your Son Jesus Christ.

Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one spirit, a living sacrifice in Christ, to the
praise of  your Name.

Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed by the blood of  your Christ. Reveal its
unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace.

Remember Michael our Presiding Bishop and Edward our Bishop, and all who minister in your Church.

Remember all your people, and those who seek your truth.

Remember all who have died in the peace of  Christ, and those whose faith is known to you alone; bring them into
the place of  eternal joy and light.

And grant that we may find our inheritance with the Blessed Virgin Mary, with patriarchs, prophets, apostles, and
martyrs, with Philip and all the saints who have found favor with you in ages past. We praise you in union with them
and give you glory through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours, Almighty God and Father, in the unity
of  the Holy Spirit, for ever and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we pray as we sing,
The Presider and people join hands and say together.

Our Father, who art in heaven, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
hallowed be thy Name, And lead us not into temptation,
thy kingdom come, but deliver us from evil.
thy will be done, For thine is the kingdom, 

on earth as it is in heaven. and the power, and the glory, 
Give us this day our daily bread. for ever and ever. Amen.
And forgive us our trespasses,

12
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The Breaking of  the Bread
A period of  silence is kept. Then the Presider and people sing together.

Presider Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Fraction Anthem Hymn S-154

Music: From New Plainsong; David Hurd (b. 1950)
Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-718803.

The Presider invites the congregation to communion.

This is the Lord’s Table, where all are welcome
For those taking Holy Communion, simply hold out your hand – palm up – to receive the
Bread. Afterwards, assist the chalicist by taking the chalice by the base with your fingertips
and guiding it to your lips. If  you prefer, you may receive the bread in your hand and sim-
ply dip it in the chalice and then consume the bread. After you are finished, return to your
seat using the aisles on the far left or right. Should you not wish to receive Communion but
would prefer to be blessed, simply cross your arms in front of  your chest thus alerting the
clergy that you wish to be blessed.

The ushers will invite you forward one or two rows at a time. 
While waiting for the usher’s invitation, please remain seated and join in singing the Communion Hymns or in prayer.



Communion Anthem:  “Transfiguration” Music: Joel Martinson (b. 1960)
Words: Carl P. Daw, Jr. (b. 1944)

We have come at Christ’s own bidding to this high and holy place,
where we wait with hope and longing for some token of  God’s grace.

Here we pray for new assurance that our faith is not in vain,
searching like those first disciples for a sign both clear and plain.

Light breaks in upon our darkness, splendor bathes the flesh joined Word,
Moses and Elijah marvel as the heav’nly voice is heard.

Eyes and hearts behold with wonder how the Law and Prophets meet:
Christ, with garments drenched in brightness, stands transfigured and complete.

Strengthened by this glimpse of  glory, fearful lest our faith decline,
we like Peter find it tempting to remain and build a string.

But true worship gives us courage to proclaim what we profess,
that our daily lives may prove us people of  the God we bless.

Communion Hymn:  
“Bread of  the World, in Mercy Broken”  Hymn 301

Words: Reginald Heber (1783-1826)
Music: Rendez à Dieu, melody att. Louis Bourgeois (1510?-1561?); 

harm. Claude Goudimel (1514-1572), alt.
OneLicense.net #718803.14

           

      
      

       
       

      
      

       
       

                    
                       

                        

                        
    



Communion Response: “Christ Be with Me” Hymnal 370 (stanza 6)

Words: Att. Patrick (372-466); tr. Cecil Frances Alexander (1818-1895)
Music: St. Patrick’s Breastplate, Irish melody; adapt. Charler Villiers Stanford (1852-1924); 

Stanza 6 Music: Deirdre, Irish melody; harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams, (1872-1958)
Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-718803.

After Communion, the people may stand or kneel as they are able.

Officiant Let us pray.

Officiant and People
Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of  your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of  his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of  heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Blessing  The priest blesses the people.
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Post-Communion Hymn: “O Wondrous Type! O Vision Fair” Hymn 137

Words: Latin, 15th cent.; tr. Hymns Ancient and Modern, 1861, after John Mason Neale (1848-1866), alt.
Music: Wareham, melody William Knapp (1698-1768); 

alt.; harm. Hymns Ancient and Modern, 1875, after James Turle (1802-1882); 
desc. Sydney Hugo Nicholson (1875-1947)

OneLicense.net #718803.

Dismissal
Deacon Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Let us go forth into the world in the name of  Christ!
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Organ Postlude: Fugue in B Minor, BWV 544b Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)

16



17

READINGS

Psalm 16:5-11

Lamentations 3:46-48, 52-59

Galatians 2:19-20

Mark 8:34-38 

PRAYER
O God our Father, source of

strength to all your saints, who

brought the holy martyrs of

Japan through the suffering of

the cross to the joys of life eter-

nal: Grant that we, being en-

couraged by their example,

may hold fast the faith we pro-

fess, even to death itself;

through Jesus Christ our Lord,

who lives and reigns with you

and the Holy Spirit, one God,

now and for ever.

THE MARTYRS OF JAPAN 

5 February

The Christian faith was first introduced into
Japan in the sixteenth century by Jesuit and
later by Franciscan missionaries. By the end of
that century, there were probably about 300,000
baptized believers in Japan.

Unfortunately, this promising beginning met
reverses, brought about by rivalries between different groups of  mis-
sionaries and political intrigues by the Spanish and Portuguese gov-
ernments, along with power politics among factions in the Japanese
government itself. The result was a suppression of  Christians.

The first victims were six Franciscan friars and twenty of  their
converts, who were executed at Nagasaki on 5 February 1597. (They
were tied to crosses, the crosses were raised to an upright position,
and they were then quickly stabbed to death by a soldier with a
javelin.) After a short interval of  relative tolerance, many other Chris-
tians were arrested, imprisoned for life, or tortured and killed; and the
Church was totally driven underground by 1630. However, when
Japan was re-opened to Western contacts 250 years later, it was found
that a community of  Japanese Christians had survived underground,
without clergy, without Scriptures, with only very sketchy instructions
in the doctrines of  the faith, but with a firm commitment to Jesus as
Lord.

Above: The Martyrs of  Japan – executed in 1597. 
Unlike the Jesuits, the Franciscans were often unsubtle in their conversion techniques
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Lenten Schedule
Shrove Tuesday,  February 9th

Mardi Gras Party
6 p.m.

A New Orleans Style Dinner & Fun to be enjoyed by All Ages

Ash Wednesday,  February 10th
Holy Eucharist with Imposition of Ashes

9:30 a.m.      12 Noon      6 p.m.

Lenten Mass,  Dinner & Program
Wednesdays

6 p.m. Mass ~ 6:45 p.m. Dinner ~ 7:15 p.m. Program
Dinners will be provided by various groups during Lent
This year’s program is “Discovering Your Spiritual Gifts” 
call the parish office to order your books ($28 per person).



Parish Clergy and Staff
The Rev. Stephen Bilsbury, Rector - frsteve@cableone.net
The Rev. Joyce Spurgin, Deacon - spurgin@cableone.net
Mrs. Amanda Jackson, Senior Warden - mark@alltruss.com

Dr. Jeffrey Schleff, Director of  Music Ministries - stpmusic@cableone.net
Ms. Jane Volkema, Rector’s Assistant/Admin. - stpadmin@cableone.net

Ms. Lois Crain - Bookkeeper  ~  Mr. Mark Pannell - Sexton
www.stphilipsardmore.org

Held in the Parish Hall following Mass every Sunday


